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of Brittany, which latter, says Hilarion de Coste,1
was "a school of virtue, an academy of honour/'
Negotiations for her hand were opened with Alain,
who, it is said, was at first unwilling, but in the end
won over to consent. Navarre had need of the friend-
ship of the King of France, that it might withstand
the predatory humours of Castille; and so, for his
son's sake, Alain could not long oppose the wishes of
Louis. Considering closely the pecuniary difficulties
under which this Alain d'Albret was labouring and his
notorious avarice, one is tempted to conclude that
such difficulties as he may have made were dictated by
his reduced circumstances, his impossibility, or un-
willingness, to supply his daughter with a dowry fit-
ting her rank, and an unworthy desire to drive in the
matter the best bargain possible. And this is abun-
dantly confirmed by the obvious care and hard-
headed cunning with which the Sieur d'Albret in-
vestigated Cesare's circumstances and sources of rev-
enue to verify their values to be what was alleged.
Eventually he consented to endow her with thirty
thousand livres Tournois (ninety thousand francs) to
be paid as follows: six thousand livres on the cele-
bration of the marriage and the balance by annual
instalments of fifteen hundred livres until cleared
off. This sum, as a matter of fact, represented
her portion of the inheritance from her deceased
mother, Frangoise de Bretagne, and it was tendered
subject to her renouncing all rights and succession in
any property of her father's or her said deceased
Another's.
Thus is it set forth in the contract drawn up by
1 Eloges a vies des Reynes, Princesses, etc.